
Constitution Questions           Name ____________________________ 

LEGISLATIVE BRANCH (Congress)  Period ____________________________ 
 
 
Directions:  Use the U.S. Constitution on pages 626-633 of your textbook or in the eText to answer 
the following questions.  Use the notes along the sides to help you understand.   
 

Article I—Legislative Branch 

Section 1: Congress 

1. Congress consists of 2 houses.  These two houses make the laws.  What are their names?  

__________________________ and _________________________________________________ 

Section 2: House of Representatives 

2. How often are new members elected to the House of Representatives? ____________________ 

3. Who elects/chooses the members of the H. of R.? ______________________________________ 

4. What are the 3 qualifications for a member of the H. of R.?  

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

5. How is it determined how many representatives a state will get? __________________________ 

6. What is the minimum number of representatives that a state will have? ____________________ 

7. How many members of the H. of R. are there in all?  (check side note for clause #3) ___________ 

8. Who elects the Speaker of the House and other officers of the H. of R? 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

Section 3: Senate 

9. How many senators are there from each state? ________________________________________ 

10. How long are senators’ terms of service? _____________________________________________ 

11. What portion of the senators are elected every 2 years? _________________________________ 

12. What are the 3 qualifications for senators?  

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

13. Who is the President of the Senate? _________________________________________________ 



14. When can the President of the Senate cast a vote? _____________________________________ 

15. When does the President Pro Tempore stop in as President of the Senate? 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

16. Who conducts the impeachment trials? ______________________________________________ 

17. If the President of the U.S. is on trial for impeachment, who presides (in charge) over the trial?  

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Section 4: Elections and Meetings 

Section 5: Rules of Procedure 

Section 6: Privileges and Restrictions 

18. How are Congressional salaries ascertained (set)? ______________________________________ 

19. Where are Congressional salaries paid from?  _________________________________________ 

Section 7: Making Laws 

20. Which house of Congress do bills (proposed laws) to raise revenue/taxes start in? ____________ 

21. (use side note as well as text) Bills have to be passed by a MAJORITY of members in both houses 

of Congress.  Then it is sent to the __________________________ for approval.  If he signs it 

then it becomes a law.  If he refuses to sign it, it becomes a law after _______ days.  The 

President of the United States can ______________________ (or reject) a law.  If he does, it 

goes back to both houses and if the bill passes by a _____________ vote in BOTH houses it 

becomes a law. 

 

Section 8: Powers Delegated to Congress 

Be familiar with the powers of Congress. 
 
Taxation Congress collects taxes to pay for the county’s debts, army, and navy. 

Borrowing Congress can borrow money from other countries 

Commerce Regulate international & domestic trade and trade with Native Americans 

Naturalization & Bankruptcy Congress sets laws on how to become a citizen and bankruptcies 

Coins and Measures Congress sets money, weights and measures 

Counterfeiting Decides on the punishment for counterfeiting 

Post Offices Establishes post offices and postal roads 

Copyrights and Patents Promotes sciences and arts by securing authors’ rights 

Courts Establishes lower courts 



Piracy Congress defines piracy and determines the punishments for it 

Declaring War Congress declares war 

Army & Navy Congress sets up, pays or and makes the rules and regulations for the army and navy 

Militia Calling militia into action in case of invasion or insurrection & establishes militia regulations 

National Capital Congress is in charge of passing laws for Washington D.C. (10 miles square) 

Necessary Laws Make any laws necessary for governing (this is called the Elastic Clause) 
 

Section 9: Powers Denied to Congress 

22. Importation of slaves could not be outlawed until what year? _____________________________ 

23. A writ of habeas corpus means that you must be brought before a judge if you are arrested. 

When can this right be suspended? __________________________________________________  

An ‘ex post facto’ law means a law passed AFTER the fact.  You can’t be tried for a crime if the 

law was passed AFTER you committed it. 
 

Section 10: Powers Denied to the States 

Can states act like individual nations by making treaties with foreign nations? NO 

Can states issue their own money?  NO 

Can states declare war? NO 

Can states keep their own armies or navies? NO 
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